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Conclusions

• While the Jokowi campaign tried to reduce polarization by reaching out to 
conservative Muslims in West Java and the Outer Islands, it was non-
Muslims and Javanese (particularly NU followers) who consolidated their 
support for him

• As a result, the electoral map is more polarised than at any other point in 
the post-Suharto period

• Partly, this polarization has been the result of the long-term concentration 
on Jokowi and Prabowo as symbolic leaders of opposing sides in the 
pluralist-Islamist divide of Indonesian politics

• The entry of new candidates ahead of 2024, in combination with electoral 
reforms that allow for more competition in the presidential race, could at 
least mitigate this polarization


