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Purity

https://www.aljazeera.com/video/asia-
pacific/2014/11/activists-seek-indonesia-
virginity-test-ban-201411215928749873.html

https://www.aljazeera.com/video/asia-pacific/2014/11/activists-seek-indonesia-virginity-test-ban-201411215928749873.html


Purity

▪ "What do we think about the virginity tests? Well we agree with that 
test. The purpose is for medical check-up. Our reproductive health is 
very important. In fact we agree so much that we fought for the test. 
The test should continue forever. The test shows that we as women 
can protect ourselves and therefore we are capable of protecting 
other people. If we are committed to be a policewoman we have to 
accept this rule. During training we will meet thousands of men and 
we have to know how to protect ourselves - you can imagine what 
could happen if we are in close proximity to a bunch of men. So we 
are proud of this [being virgins]. But we don't judge other women 
who have lost their virginity before marriage. It does not mean they 
are worse than us.” Policewoman, 42, Jakarta, 2015.
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Skin as site of relationality 



Bioborders mark the moral woman



Morality policing

▪ http://www.eastasiaforum.org/
2016/07/15/indonesias-anti-
lgbt-panic/

▪ http://asaa.asn.au/indonesian-
tolerance-under-strain-as-anti-
lgbt-furore-grows/

http://www.eastasiaforum.org/2016/07/15/indonesias-anti-lgbt-panic/
http://asaa.asn.au/indonesian-tolerance-under-strain-as-anti-lgbt-furore-grows/
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